[Comprehensive lung function test for outpatients: a present-day review and its application].
A method for the measurement of recognised lung function parameters is described. Bedsides being useful for the detection of early pathology, the information obtained by this method is generally sufficient for an early diagnosis. A large number of patients can be examined per day and the test is also informative in high-risk pre-operative patients. Furthermore, the method is suitable for epidemiological studies and has already been used by the Medical Research Council to determine the incidence of chronic obstructive lung disease in the Bellville area.